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Mont. neq, ut dominantes eleris; ] So the word { Ange? ] in all theſe 
ſeven Epiſtles,” is 4 your ColletFowe, comprehendi all. the Bi 
and o_—_ ters; called Elders, AQt. 20217) in this Charh of E 
ſas,{oih all- the othet Churches of Cheiſt 16 ,andelſew : 
[Theſe things faith' he; that boldeth the A i 
| hand, &c.] By fry Miniſters RR right hand} 's 


| them for: 
ſtory and qemann; ty Eee. ft 16; hs the 


Chapter © Did 
holdup and keep: ſaferhis 
- the Powers Ox this would ſdon caſt 
ing Stars. from the Ecriefia#icel Heaven, — _— : 
niſters of Ae |, 'and exile. them; nnd | 
uiito-Death; rms 
or Gn Empere a, 00 hi: 


Roman Powers 


but” Chriſt hath theſe - In handjand:none 
_ them. our of his hand And. when: Chrift I a hr hacit 


/20 - _AiExpoſition on # ; " Dncrol. 
* g-to {his \graciolis-ipromiſe, Mareh11'8; 2671 Seebadly, 
His inſpe&ion into- the*Churehes "Condixion; A 6h, | 
- 'Gifts , | Operations; 7 and+ Ordinances; feeing” and /obſerving - 
_ "order and” the ſtedfaſtneſs. of their! Paith ;/ alſo behold. | 
ing : their: decent” and ps 1 -behaviour>and :geftare inthe 
-publick RD py 6, God3' and- eſpecially looking into andwaking 
notice of the ſpiritual, and heavenly: Fri 1of the Hearts 
of his Mintiters dats Rove!27 23..i- Thirdly, "His Prote- 
Rion and: Preſervation/of his Churches/ini their: Liberties, Privile- 
ges and Adminiſtrations, Rev.;z:'85:9,104''1 Rourrblyy His obſer- 
vation whar-Diſorders, corru aprOpi hions, falſe Do&rines, male-Ad- 


-miniſtrations,znd what Formality; Contentions,Divifions,Sehiftns, 
or-finfulſeparations areamong{\his/Churches'; TONES by falſe 
Teachers, or falſe-Brethren-crept in unawares ; by. what 
he commanded -his Servant Job»'to write unto theſe; hes, 
4n.the 24; and 347 Cheprers: (Read -Chap\"2. Fey. prqae—ay 
and Chap. 3. Ver. 2--15, 16,27." 
There 1s. a'{pecial-:and- ſpiritual Preſence of Chriſt with his 


Churches: of 'Saints, - and his peculiar proyidenceand-proteCtion is 
towards them for: their-Preſeryation in all tus wane” bo ey 
20, arid Rewi\q:'$; 9940513." >! 

{2:1 Þ knonbthy rang and thy labour, Abbthy pieheate, &!} Ta | 
the+ Narrative'of this Epiſtle, from-this 2d.tothe'end of the 67h. 
Verſe; 'werhavey: #5. hriſts Approbation” and Commendation 
of :alb. rhe; good 'things in 'the- Axgel- and Charch« of Epheſics, 
Verſ: 23:54\Serond/yy Chrifts gentle* Reproof of what HE found 
amils: in--rhem; Yer fo 4. Thirdly, 'Mis' whiolforne and ſpiritual 
Counſel, and Exhortation to repent and reform, urged and am- 
plified-by..a Communation-threatning to unchurch'them, if they 


nya, rand! amend Fourth : þ reaſon 
_—_ ; Veny.'5. Ing rd rot h,; The 


why: Ch chisChatich this Fair afid' 
bi frbearanconid pmerernrmru room ni hr "4. 


 Firſe, Chriſts Approbation;»T know thy Works: ſofas to md 
hem, iRevo22 4 44 Chrift- f5'Ommiſtienr, - Rev. 2:3 36- Alt chings 
are«naked ata. op? ror = Hebyg.ir 3 _ both 
6h.) tis. Mioiſtersjn: obs k rd” and Dolininepiy + 276 
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- able Grace, Gul-5.1 2 moans þs pot hy ianers,: 
"13s, 4+ dovew ele 
unſcemly. Ver Pap of in Fg Frath. Ra X. Re believet 
"hopeth , and enduxeth all things. The love, of < hrift Toe hs 
Saints' to love and labour in loyer Linh patzence,] The 

ence of Chriſts Miniſters a i 2. Fx yr _— 
all cheir ern of Afflictiowand - Dag which-they, indured 
for his fake, 2 Theſſ. 1. 4,.&c., 

It is the Duty of the Miniſters and Mepibers of Chriſt in the 
Churches. of. Saints, to exerciſe Pagoiny in all. their. erials of 
Affiiction-and Perſecution, -Rev., I 3. 1Q;-1 2-14 Ho I. 3> 4 
Lok. 21,18, 19.Cel.-3-.1t. Heb. 10. 32, 33, 3 4-36: 

[And how thou Hr not bear with them t at are eu, Se. ] Chrid 
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Is Cw (ns rv and Thindy Jn, ing Hh. 0G 
of them, -according to-the. Laws of VN recorded,. 2.Theſſ. 3, 
6--x5.. Tit. 4, 10,11. and 1 Cor. $4 5-12, I... 

[And thou ha tried them, that [ay they are rattles and are not ; 

- "and haſt found them lyers.1 Some of A Eayraloalya Chprch 

= . - pretended to be. Apoliles of Chriſt, [which ſax they are Apoſt 1cs}as 
\ did alſo ſome of the Teachers in Ges Chute &, who were. falſe 
” Apoſtles and deceitful Workers, 2. Cor., 1 x. 13; Transforminz them- 
BY vn int the "Apoſt ies of Chriit, who upon trial were found to, be 
lyers, 1. e, Rf Abortis . [Thou haſt tried Eoew:) viz Firſt, What call 

and.commi Jong tad ad Fan, riſt, .[ 4nd fawnd them hers, for 
they had Eommill Hoa, nor were Fi called by Chriſt 
t9.be-Apo ſes To py ig Secondly, what, Apoſtolical gifts then had 
given and received from- nur and in” that reſpet. [a/fo found 
then gets] Fhirdly, What Dodtrine they Preached in the Name 

- of Chyilt; [ and found them Tyer7) in that reſpect likewiſe, for-they 

- Preached not 'the-Do&trine afthe! Apoſtles; bur-the: \Db@ccide of cho 

Se s$igh Verſ.1 5,077, Fourthly, What mannes of Lilgsicy had, 
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and whit Converſarion wevnagt wo ef found th 
 tyers,] Ta otbles, nor hz that Cooper 
farion'as became the*C Cl Fan godly ſincerity, 
2 Cor. 1. 12. but they pra 6 Ie - | the Nico : ans, which 
Chriſt and this Churchthated, Yer/. '6.- ed 


The Churches of Sditrs have Power and Authority from Chrif 
| ing varine,Fand Converſation of rheit 
Teachers, 1 Fohs 4. 1. and 7G. 17. 3- and AF. It. oo 3, 
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WE, © And haft ard haft patience, antl te Names {be 
beſt idol, at hat wt fleet] This Church and ter Mini 


did bear and endure 'reproac | "Ori . 
the Goſpel and Name'o Chriſt, as other Clun rept: Aid 
1 Thefſ. 2. 14-16. 3nd 2 Theff. x. 4. and.2 Cor. 4. Jo a6 IT: 
[4nd haſt patiente] hog ſaffer,” indurs 'more of on: 
[dnt v1 Ne ſubs; *&e..] Br rhe Nains SOAR is Wick 
ſpet, his'' Ordinances, and" whatſoever bears his 
Fo—mg Natl 28. 19, 20. [Hiſt laboured,] viz. in the Word and . 
Doftrice, and in the work and | bour of love, which they ſhewed 
towards his Name,'Heb. 6.16. 0 4 dot ug in the work 
dion fever pa 2 Nd diy For, "7 poet ogxch 
mercy, Yer/. 1."an iv w | 
we faint not; Ver/. ok z 18, -nor in the OF Choe 

Chriſt's fai and fanftified Mem 7" ""Y 
ſerved from Einting 6 under all their. Tribulations : Burthens, 
which hey Tithe patently is ETAL of EEE, and in 
the-way of Chriſtianity, 2 Cor. x. $ $ ET5 Gs. "76. 

That which keeps them from is, Fir The Te: | 
rious confideration*of the contradiQtions es: hich Chriſt 
himfelf ſuffered; Heb,*r2. 1: eek, An open nN An 
ritual:fi ohr-of unſten'glory, 2 Cor.'4. 19. birdly,” That Divine 
Power, ein God-in'Chrift bythe holy fpirit* i 
feaſonably communicate unto them,” Col. 1. x4. and Ifa. 40. 9, = 
29, 39, 31-7 


F Novell” T have fumeahes -agrinl thee, be 
cauſe thowhaſt Teftthy faſt love,” |. 
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DEI CES TH oNIY Ee 
bur. the had cooked in_ her /9:rimua/ affeQionsto Chrilt androh 
Saints, 'which ſhe had” maenife/red. in, the day of her Firſt J 
iP abr dig: vl and here minds her of, as 
did his 1/raet of. old, Fer. 2-2, 3. They were got ſo kind to Chri 
and his Saints as fortnerly. Pods moles | 
"Chriſt takes it unkindly, when his Churches, Miniſters, or Sajtits 
cool in their [piritual AﬀeBfions towards himſelf, of any of bis... - * 

5.” Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the firſt works ; or elſe F-will come 
unto thee quickly,” and will remove thy. Candleſtick out 
of his place, except thou repent. TA 

This' Perſe contains, Firſt, Chrifts counſel unto this Churel 
and her Angel, Serondly, His commination if they re and 
Ri. To [rovender] in this lace, implis, Faſt, A caltibg 
to mind their former lively A&s, Fruits, and exerciſe of love to. 
Chriſt and his Saints; &c.. and - Secondly, Tocompare them with - 
the heartleſs, lifeleſs As and Fruits of their love toChrift and 
his Saints; now, and of late days ; 'and Thirdly, to conlider from. 
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PI IL bi 6: oe: 6 repaie 41s Deine ape 
[And repent, ao the firſt works.) To repent 1s to {arrow afte: 
a godly manner, as they did, 2:Cor. 7. 9, 10, 11. which worketh 

nance to ſalvation: And to [dethe firſt works,] implies . a per- 
forming with zeal and conſcience thoſe Duties of love to Chrilt 
and his Saints, &c, which this Church, her Miniſters and Mem- 
oy OS: rheir firſt Converſion, and in the"day of their fſ# - 

[Or elſe, I will come. to thee quickly, 4nd will remove thy. Gandle- 
ſtick aut of his place; extept thou repenr.] In this commination, we 
have,: Firſt, The puniſhment -which- Chriſt threatned, 0 will 
remiove thy Candleſtick out of his place. ] Secondly, His patient wait- 
lag forcheir Repentance ; or elſe, [except thou repent.} eve 
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Chriſt may 
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_ Hoftilityor ES 

cannot- meet 

place, .or part "+ that City us V En to Wake, God is 
niſtrations and Ordinances of t Goſpel. Sccondh, 
ſuffers any. falſe "Teachers or Brethren 'among ; to cauſe 
viſions, Schiſins, and ſinful aye through ES pede 
tions and- Hereſfies, whereby.the Church is divided and broken'in 
pieces ; ſo that the- Miniſters -and Members do utterly refiiſe £0 
aſſemble themſelves together to Worſhip God; Or, Thirdly, When 
Chriſt forſakes. the - Church, and will. not walk with them any 
longer, but denies them his ſpiritual Preſence, and refuſerh to hold 
Communion with them, becauſe they refuſe his-couaſel,will not re- 
pent nor reform what's amiſs; bur hold faſt their. Sin 2 Ha 5 
whereby they provoke the Lordto reje&t them, Rev. 816 

- A true, viſible, conſtituted, particular C hurch of Chriſt may fin 


away their Church Eſtate by their Iniquity. and Impenitenty, 
Haſ: 2. 132, 3, 4, {- Rev. 3. 6. And-a Church:of ,Chrift may 


become a 'Syn 51-1 of Satan, God-hath removed thoſe and other- 


[Golden Candleſticks] out of their places, * for their imponitegcy 
| added unto their Tranſpreſſions. > - 


6. But this thou haſt, that thou hareſt the devs ”, 


the Nicolaitans,. which I alſo hate. 


The Nicolaitays were ſo called, either from- that* Nicoles, 
Ad. 6. 5. a Proſelyte of Antioch, from whoſe Faith and Manners 
they had degenerated ; or rather from ſome other Man. of that 
Name(different from Nicolas the Deacon,both in Faith and Holy Life) 
from whoſe corrupt DoQtrine and wicked Deeds, thoſe here, and 
Verſ. 15. are called Njcolaitans, Though neither the DoQrine, nor 
the Deeds of thoſe Nico/aitans bs here named,yet we tay conclude 
they were unſound and damnable DoQtrines, and ungodly wicked 
Deeds, for Chriſt .again, and again teſtified that he hated them, 
Ver. 6--15. And fo did this Church which Chriſt took notice of, 
ſaying, [Which I alſo hate ;] and therefore he exerciſed this grea 
patience towards. this Church, Ine thou ys that thou ba 
. the deeds off the N nas. a6 | the | 
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the. Miniſters of this Church : Gut teſtifierh, 

and - faithful-unte- death: 
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; the ufferiags, and death of his firhful Servanes Pſal.' 136. = 
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unto Idols, and to commit fornication, 1 GESTO: 
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